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e are extremely proud to offer for sale and exhibition selections from the

collection of Vincent Dyckman Andrus, former Curator of the American

Wing at The Metropolitan Museum of Art. The collection reflects Mr. Andrus’
keen ability as a connoisseur with many pieces exhibiting fine aesthetic qualities as well as
historical importance. It also reflects his commitment to original condition in terms of
structure and finish.

During his tenure at the Metropolitan, Vincent Andrus first worked as assistant curator
under Joseph Downs. When Downs left to become the first curator at Winterthur,

Mr. Andrus became the curator of the American Wing, and was active in acquiring some

of the Metropolitan’s American furniture icons. These include a Philadelphia clothes press
and a set of three knife boxes with their original silver mounts marked by Daniel Christian
Fueter, see Morrison Heckschers, American Furniture in The Metropolitan Museum of
Art; Late Colonial Period: The Queen Anne and Chippendale Styles, entries 148 and
203 respectively He was also an early proponent of Lannuier furniture, acquiring the labeled
square pier table, catalog number 100, and plate 24 in Peter Kenny’s, Honore Lannuier,
Cabinetmaker from Paris. However, his greatest acquisition for the American Wing was his
personal gift of an open talon, carved knee Newport slab table, entry 95 in Heckscher.

We invite you to visit the gallery and see the exhibition. We believe the Andrus collection
to be one of the finest small collections to come onto the market in a generation. To borrow
a phrase written by Mr. Andrus himself in a 1952 The Magazine Antiques article about
Mrs. J. Insley Blair’s collection, “The quality of the pieces shown here, speaks eloquently for
[his] taste and judgment in collecting.”



CHIPPENDALE GILT OVER-MANTEL MIRROR

England
Circa 1760

Primary Wood: Gilt Pine
Secondary Wood: Pine

Height: 214 inches
Width: 56% inches

For another rococo gilt over-mantel mirror, also with three
distinct vertical divides, please see Herbert E Schiffer, The
Mirror Book; English, American & European, page 122,
figure 285.
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QUEEN ANNE CARVED
AND GILT MIRROR

With a fully developed eagle

England
Circa 1760

Primary Wood: Walnut
Secondary Wood: Pine

Height: 49 inches
Width:; 22% inches

A nearly identical mirror is featured in a color section of
American Antiques from Israel Sack Collection, Volume
V, page 1128. Other similar mirrors appear in Herbert E
Schiffer, The Mirror Book; English, American &
European, pages 134-137.

CHIPPENDALE CARVED MIRROR
WITH BRASS SCONCES

England
Circa 1765

Primary Wood: Mahogany, Gilt Pine
Secondary Wood: Pine

Height: 34% inches

Width: 17% inches
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QUEEN ANNE MIRROR WITH
CARVED AND GILT SHELL

England
Circa 1750

Primary Wood: Walnut
Secondary Wood: Pine

Height: 45% inches
Width: 25 inches

Provenance: The mirror descended in the family of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. Its first record of ownership was by the
Commodore’s daughter, Margaret Perry, who married the artist John LaFarge. The mirror was displayed in their home at 10
Sunnyside Place, Newport, Rhode Island and was passed down to their grand-daughter, Emily LaFarge Claxton, of New York.

The outstanding carved shell at the crest of this mirror echoes
the design work of William Kent. It appears that craftsmen in
New York were also familiar with this design, employing it at
the crest of chairs and within architectural elements.



SET OF SIX QUEEN
ANNE MIRRORED
SCONCES

Consisting of a set of five
and cne matching sconce

England
Circa 1740

Primary Wood: Mahogany
Secondary Wood: Red Pine

Height: 29 inches
Width: 12% inches

Provenance: According to a letter dated May 18, 1958, “The Five small mirrors were made at Hope” on Miles River, Talbot
County, Maryland, for the house located on that property, which was built in 1740. It was the home of Col. Robert Lloyd
(1712-1770), his daughter, Deborah Tilghman (1741-1811) and her Husband Lt. Col. Peregrine Tilghman (1741-1807).”
Joanna Motley has traced the mirrors from Peregrine Tilghman to his son Tench Tilghman of Hope (1782-1827), to his son
General Tench Tilghman (1810-1874) of Plimhimmon plantation in Talbot County; to his son Colonel Oswald Tilghman
(1841-1932) of Foxley Hall in Easton, Maryland; to his daughter Mary Foxley Tilghman Frazer (1887-1976). Tt was Mrs.
Frazer who sold the mirrors to Israel Sack, Inc., who sold them te Mr. Andrus.

Hope Plantation was one of at least four houses built in
Talbot County, Maryland, by the Lloyd family. It was built in
1740 and is presently standing. For an excellent and complete
discussion of the Lloyd family, please see Alexandra
Alevizatos Kirtley, Survival of the Fittest: The Lloyd Family’
Furniture Legacy, in American Furniture, 2002.
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THE MATTHEW CLARKSON CHIPPENDALE
FOUR LEGGED SERPENTINE FRONT CARD TABLE

New York
Circa 1770

Primary Wood: Mahogany
Secondary Wood: Poplar, Maple

Height: 28 inches

Width: 34% inches
Depth: 16% inches

Provenance: Family history recounts that the table was owned by General Matthew Clarkson (1758-1825) who served in
the American Revolution, and later became the president of The Bank of New York. However, a more likely [irst owner is
his uncle, Matthew Clarkson (1733-1772). Mr. Andrus purchased the table in April, 1947 from Alfred Cooper Auctions in
Yonkers, New York who sold it on behalf of the Clarkson descendants.

A set of twelve chairs that also descended from Matthew
Clarkson appears in Elizabeth Bates and Jonathan Fairbanks,
American Furniture: 1620 to the Present, page 152. The
chairs sold at Christies, January, 1999, The Collection of
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Britton, lot 609. These twelve chairs
were advertised by C. W. Lyon in The Magazine Antique,
June, 1947.

The serpentine table is a classic Eighteenth Century New
York form. The structural makeup of this example places
its origin as outside the major New York City shop practices.
Given the Clarkson familys homestead in Flushing, it is
possible that the table was made there.



CHIPPENDALE OVAL DROP LEAF TABLE

Salem, Massachusetts
Circa 1765

Primary Woed: Walnut
Secondary Wood: Maple, Pine

Height: 27 inches

Width: 35% inches [open], 13 inches [closed]
Depth: 36 inches

Provenance: Ginsburg & Levy, Inc., New York; sold to Mr., Andrus in 1942



CARVED
CHIPPENDALE STOOL

English Circa 1765

Primary Wood: Mahogany
Secondary Wood: Spruce

Height: 16% inches
Width: 19 inches
Depth: 15% inches

QUEEN ANNE BOMBE TEA CADDY

English
Circa 1740

Primary Wood: Mahogany
Secondary Wood: Oak

Height: 5% inches
Width: 8% inches
Depth: 5 inches

AN EMBROIDERED WOOL PURSE

English Or American
Circa 1740

8 x 9% inches



QUEEN ANNE
INLAID SPICE BOX
Inlaid with the initials “FM”

Pennsylvania, Probably Chester County
Circa 1750

Primary Wood: Walnut
Secondary Wood: Poplar, Ash

Height: 19% inches
Width: 16% inches
Depth: 11Y% inches

A spice box with the same inlaid decoration and
last initial appears in Lee Ellen Griffith, The
Pennsylvania Spice Box; Paneled Doors and
Secret Drawers, entry 39. The foot construc-
tion on our spice box, having extended blocks
behind the ogee bracket feet, also appears in
Griffith, figure 6.

Finish analysis of this spice box, performed by
Susan Buck of Newark, Delaware, reveals the
bottom layer of finish, which is the original layer,
is identical on the case and the feet.

10



CHIPPENDALE TRIPOD BASE CANDLESTAND WITH BIRDCAGE

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Circa 1760

Primary Wood: Walnut
Secondary Wood: Walnut

Height: 28 inches
Width: 20% x 21 inch diameter

Provenance: Mr. Harry Arons, Ansonia, Connecticut; Ginsburg & Levy, Inc., New York, sold to Mr. Andrus in April, 1942.

A nearly identical table formerly in the Lorimer collection is
currently in a private collection in New York City.
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CHIPPENDALE DISHED-TOP TRIPOD BASE TEA TABLE

Pennsylvania
Circa 1775

Pﬁmary Wooed: Mahogany
Secondary Wood: Mahogany

Height: 29 inches
Width: 34 x 33% inch diameter

Provenance: Ginsburg & Levy, Inc., New York., sold to Mr. Andrus in 1947.
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QUEEN ANNE DISHED-TOP CANDLESTAND (o)

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Circa 1760

Primary Wood: Walnut
Secondary Wood: Walnut

Height: 27% inches
Width: 23 x 24 inches

Provenance: Mr. Harry Arons, Ansonia, Connecticut; Ginsburg & Levy, Inc., New York, 1947

CHIPPENDALE DISHED-TOP CANDLESTAND (center)

Salem, Massachusetts
Circa 1775

Primary Wood; Walnut
Secondary Wood: Walnut

Height: 27 inches
Width: 17 x 16% inches

QUEEN ANNE DISHED-TOP CANDLESTAND (right)

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Circa 1760

Primary Wood: Mahogany
Secondary Wood: Mahogany

Height: 20% inches
Width: 21 x 21% inches
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