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This century has seen America’s rich culture from our Colonial and Federal years
continually being revealed. Americans were slow to realize the importance of their early
heritage as the tremendous growth and expansion throughout the nineteenth century
obscured attention to the past. It was not until the end of the previous century that
appreciation of our antique arts began and steadily grew. Today we find great
enthusiasm for the panorama of America’s early arts, including furniture, silver,
porcelain, paintings, and their historical significance.

Recent research has brought forth new information raising the standards by which we
must judge a single piece, a master craftsman, design characteristics, regional styles,
and authenticity. Often fresh insights have altered discernments made in the past. This
constant increase in scholarship is evidenced by the major reference books now
published and by the enlightened awareness of today’s collectors. Such an atmosphere is
both exciting and stimulating to us as dealers.

Our purpose in issuing catalogues is twofold. One is to generally acquaint the collecting
public with the availability of: American period pieces. Catalogue V allows only a limited
presentation of the collection we constantly offer. Secondly, these catalogues serve as a
study source in- the field. The illustrations herein convey the artistry of early American
design and the skills of our country’s craftsmen of the time. It is gratifying to be able
to contribute to the expanding body of information on fine American antiques, and also
maintain a continuity of excellence in the profession which began at the turn of this
century with the founding of Ginsburg & Levy, Inc,

We cordially invite visitors to the gallery and hope we may assist their collecting
interests.
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CONTINUING IN THE Ginsburg@"Levywc. TRADITION — ESTABLISHED IN 1901




NEW ENGLAND’S RARE EARLY FURNITURE ARTS

JACOBEAN TWO-PART CHEST
New England Circa 1650

Primary wood: Oak, Walnut fronts
Secondary wood: Pine top, Maple spindles

Height: 36%% inches
Width: 3744 inches
Depth: 22% inches

There are several important factors to be considered in the evaluation of this rare chest.
Its early date is notable together with its exceptional preservation. the surface
kept almost intact through time. As well, the chest has one of the arly designs.
The placement of its moulded panels and turned spindles extends great visual pleasure,

and there is the additional feature of a serrated edge surrounding the top. Constructed
in two parts, the case divides midway as seen on the side pansl Two other chests of like
construction are known—one is in the Lavton Collection. Mitwzuk=e A Center,
illustrated in Robert Trent, New England Begins. Vol 2. mo. 155 the second is

illustrated in Helen Comstock, American Furniure oo oL




ZARLY BIBLE BOX
Lassachusetts Circa 1670

“rimary wood: Oak, Pine
secondary wood: Maple feet

“eight: 9% inches
Tiith: 23 inches
“epth: 16 inches

wicribed with the initials, “A.G.” and the
wmmemorative date, _"1644. "

"5 complexity of carved patterns, remembered from ancestral arts, and the general
“mstruction reveal the extraordinary originality of this purposeful box. Now over three

S

“dred years old, it is a very rare example of America’s early heritage.




Important

FARLY HADLEY CHEST
Made by SAMUEL BELDING and ICHABOD ALLIS
Hadley, Massachusetts Circa 1698

Primary wood: Oak, Pine

Secondary wood: Pine

Height: 44 inches

Width: 44%% inches

Depth: 20 inches

Provenance: Talbot family, Northampton, Massachusetts: Ginsburg and Lewy, Inc., New York
Exhibited: Lyman Allyn Museum, New London, Connecticut

Centered with the initials “M.B.," this celebrated piece was made for Mary
Belding, Samuel’s daughter joined in marriage w bis ¢ e B lifving the
art of gouge carving achieved by these most prominent early crafismen. this chest

was studied in Clair Franklin Luther's reference (19331 The Hadley Chest, page
72, and illustrated no. 13.
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EARLY BLANKET CHEST
Ipswich, Massachusetts Circa 1690

Primary wood: Oak, Pine

Height: 28% inches
Width: 44% inches
Depth: 19%4 inches

Characteristics of an early date and Massachusetts origin are found in the
geometric design of this chest, having the interior of the octagonal moulded
panels painted to simulate inlay, and in the ebonized treatment of the baluster-
turned split spindles. The moulding surrounding the single long drawer, giving the
appearance of a pair, is another interesting feature. Refer to David Warren, Bayou
Bend, page 18, no. 34, for illustration and discussion of a comparable piece.




A MAJOR EARLY SEATING PIECE

WILLIAM and MARY BANNISTER-BACK ARMCHAIR
New York Circa 1690

Primary wood: Maple painted black
Secondary wood: Ash

Height: 50 inches
Width: 22% inches
Depth: 17 inches

Ex Collection: Ginsburg and Levy, Inc.; Katharine Prentis Murphy
Exhibited: New York Historical Society (1951-1981); “Opulence and
Splendor” The New York Chair 1690-1830 Gallery Exhibition
(1984); illustrated in the corresponding reference, pg. 1.

The development of the carved
crest rail and the relationship of
the turned elements are the finest
found on seating pieces of this
early date. Another remarkable
aspect of this armchair is its
excellent condition, having the old
black paint, worn and crazed with
time, remaining.




WTLIAM and MARY HIGHBOY
~achusetts Circa 1700

“wmmany wood: Walnut, Burl Elm Veneers, Maple
weedary wood: Pine

“wwr 68 inches
© = 2% inches

el 21) inches

 sestine condition, the amber colored burl
wmesrs provide a rich brilliance to this 1700
e highboy which is raised on exceedingly
el modelled trumpet legs. A document
~wer s concealed behind the convex
Sz frieze. Its character relates to
“amess in Bayou Bend, The Museum of
¢ A Houston and in The Museum of
“me Ars. Boston.




A STUDY IN THE ART OF TURNING

WILLIAM and MARY JOINT STOOL
Massachusetts Circa 1700

Primary wood: Maple, Pine

Height: 20 inches
Top: 12% by 12% inches

WILLIAM and MARY JOINT STOOL
New England Circa 1680-1720

Primary wood: Maple

Height: 15 inches
Width: 16% inches
Depth: 14 inches

Provenance: Descended in the Lee Family,
Marblehead, Massachusetts




